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inonial causes; no one, not the highest in the realm
was exempt from their interference. And if their
judgements had always been superior to unworthy
influences, and if, in these lawless times, they had
equally opposed, as some no doubt did, oppression, in-
humanity, injustice, their rule might have mitigated far
more the ferocious manners, and assisted in blending
together the hostile orders and races. But instead oi
Christianising the world, themselves had become secu-
larised. They were stern barons or haughty dukes,
rather than peaceful prelates and humble teachers of
the gospel. It might, indeed, seem that, at this time,
the only important public affairs were the domestic
relations of the Sovereign. That licence which Charle-
magne indulged without check or remonstrance, was
lenied to his feebler descendants. Council after council
met on questions of adultery, divorce, and incest.
Matrimonial Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald, had
causes- married successively Ethelwolf, King of Eng-
land; Ethelbald, her step-son (a connexion which
shocked all feeling) ; and Baldwin, Count of Flanders,
who had carried her off and married her with her own
consent.1 Here prudence somewhat checked the moral
zeal of the Church. The Pcpe intercedes in favour of
Baldwin, lest he should revolt to the Pagan Normans.
Another council, that of Toul, was called to annul the
marriage of Stephen, Count of Auvergne, with the
daughter of Eaimond, Count of Toulouse, because a
relation of his wife's had been his mistress. The Pope
himself took cognisance, in a council at Eome, of the
divorce of Ingeltruda from her husband, Count
by whom she had been abandoned.

1 Niool. Pap. Epist. Carolo Calvo. 862, Nov. 23.